
C A N N A B I S  I N D U S T R Y  G U I D E
Welcome to Portland’s Cannabis Business Community!

The City of Portland is dedicated to encouraging entrepreneurship, supporting small business owners, and promoting the 
health and success of the cannabis industry. We appreciate your interest in joining the new world of regulated cannabis!

Applicants for cannabis businesses will primarily work with the Cannabis Program in the Office of Community & Civic 
Life (Civic Life) and the Bureau of Development Services (BDS) to complete their licensing and permitting processes. 
Other City and State agencies have additional requirements for specific aspects of cannabis businesses. 

This Cannabis Industry guide is meant to help you successfully navigate Civic Life and BDS requirements. Whether you’re 
starting a retail business, extract processing, delivery service, or production, the road to a licensed, permitted, and fully 
legal cannabis business can seem daunting, but it doesn’t have to be. The dedicated staff of Civic Life and BDS can help 
get your business up and operating as quickly as possible.
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 PHASE ONE: The lay of the land 
        Which licenses are required? What does each entail?

Before getting your cannabis business licensed by Civic Life, you should know:
• Obtaining a license from Civic Life does not absolve you from the regulatory requirements of other City and State 

bureaus and agencies.
• Based on your business type (options listed below), licensing requirements vary.
• Your license could be suspended or revoked if you change your business or location without informing Civic Life staff. 

Or, if you fail to comply with regulatory requirements of other City and State bureaus and agencies on an ongoing 
basis (such as obtaining permits for future alterations to building).

Check out these business types and their basic requirements:
• Extract Processors are required to show all FINAL approved building permits and trade permits (mechanical, 

plumbing, electrical, etc.) before being licensed by Civic Life.
• All other Processors and Producers are required to show that an applicable Commercial Building Permit has at least 

been ISSUED before being licensed by Civic Life. 
• Retailers, Wholesalers, and Retail Couriers do not have building or trade permit requirements before being licensed 

by Civic Life.

As of June 15, 2018, the OLCC has put a pause on processing ALL NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS. As of May 2019, there 
has not been any update on when processing new license applications may continue. When you submit your application and 
Land Use Compatibility Statement form to the OLCC, they will review the LUCS and the application and decide on the status 
of your application. For more information on the OLCC’s application process, please visit their marijuana licensing website.

https://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/RecreationalMarijuana_LandUseCompatibilityStatement_OLCC.pdf


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/699713
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/698824
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/146634
http://www.portlandmaps.com/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/34194
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/36663
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37988
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37988
http://www.portlandmaps.com/?action_override=zoning
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/411748
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/411750
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/411753


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/28197
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/36650
http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/LUT/land_use/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/115436
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/70443
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/70443
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37988
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action;JSESSIONID_OARD=fgkqYVj-P0QSMa3nyd_S3Rlo1Hf8gQdChhr6YLT60B1UTd-jGLUq!327936764?ruleVrsnRsn=254178
http://portlandoregon.gov/cannabis
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/637883


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/citycode/28673
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/500981
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/136435
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/36648
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/index.cfm?a=94545
https://youtu.be/kxyvKf4FVfk


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/125287
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/125287
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/water/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/index.cfm?c=32360
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/index.cfm?c=32360
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/fire/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37988
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37988
http://www.oregon.gov/DEQ/index.shtml
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/CHRONICDISEASE/MEDICALMARIJUANAPROGRAM/Pages/growers.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/CHRONICDISEASE/MEDICALMARIJUANAPROGRAM/Pages/growers.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/FoodSafety/FSLicensing/Pages/AboutLicenses.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/Publications/FoodSafety/CannabisFoodSafety.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/Publications/FoodSafety/CannabisFoodSafety.pdf


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/34184
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/cannabis
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/557734
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/622193
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/557730
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/557733
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/557732


https://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/RecreationalMarijuana_LandUseCompatibilityStatement_OLCC.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/RecreationalMarijuana_LandUseCompatibilityStatement_OLCC.pdf
mailto:cannabis%40portlandoregon.gov?subject=
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/700082
https://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/BusinessReadinessGuide_RecreationalMarijuana.pdf
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/index.cfm?a=71706
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/571544
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/index.cfm?a=92694
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/article/437924


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/92699
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/92699
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37057
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/523875
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/article/582104
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/64040
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/92704
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/92702
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37044


https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/590003
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/557563
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/557563
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List of Resources 
• Bureau of Development Services 
• Office of Community & Civic Life 
• Portland Parks and Recreation 
• Water Bureau 
• Fire & Rescue
• Portland Bureau of Transportation 
• Bureau of Environmental Services
• Portland City Council 
• Oregon Liquor Control Commission 
• Department of Environmental Quality 
• Multnomah County Health Department 
• Department of Agriculture 
• Oregon Department of Transportation
• Oregon Health Authority for Medical Grow Facilities
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All Information is Subject to Change.

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/37988
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/67575
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/water/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/fire/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/index.cfm?c=32360
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/25999
https://www.oregon.gov/olcc/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Pages/index.aspx
https://multco.us/health
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/FoodSafety/FSLicensing/Pages/AboutLicenses.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odoT/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/CHRONICDISEASE/MEDICALMARIJUANAPROGRAM/Pages/growers.aspx

